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Islamophobia
Islamophobia can be defined as a state of paranoia and hostility towards the Islamic affiliated persons.  The phobia against Muslims has led to discrimination, stereotyping, hostility and blame through association.  Cases of hate crimes towards Muslims have been very rampant especially in the western world. Furthermore, due to the negative perception of Muslims in general, most non Islamic countries have continually been excluded from participating in politics and social processes. Islamophobia increased after the September 11 attack of the world trade center in 2001. The attack instigated suspicion towards Muslims leading to extreme fear and prejudice.  
Converse to discrimination against gender, disability, race and ethnicity, discrimination against religion has not been given the same importance historically. Communities in Britain believe that Britain is deeply divided in terms of religion. Fifty-two percent of respondents through a survey carried out in Britain believed that divisions exist. Most people associate terrorism with the Muslim religion hence the arguments further cut deep into the division of religion (National Association of Muslim Police, 2010). 
Inequality has been a major problem in the western countries. In Britain, Muslims are deprived of many of their rights. Firstly, Muslims are commonly found living in most deprived cities. Consequently, those Muslims who live in cities are approximately a third of their population; a significant number of them live in deprived neighborhoods too. Secondly, in terms of employment, Muslims are the most discriminated against. Comparing to all other religions, Muslims are less likely to get a job than any other religion in especially Britain. Similarly, they face discrimination in terms of housing facilities and education. Furthermore, racial abuse and attacks are also perpetrated on the Muslim community than any other religion. The basis of violence against Muslims is based on the fear and prejudice against them. A 2001 census carried out in Britain showed that Muslims had the highest unemployment rate, poor health, and the least educated (The Guardian, 2004). 
Violence against Muslims has been perpetrated through attacks on mosques, Islamic centers, Muslim owned businesses and the Muslim cemeteries as well. Mosques were attacked using firebombs, vandalism and arson. Muslims have also been discriminated against in the delivery of goods and services. Muslims holding public positions are disrespected in general. Muslim women wearing the hijab are likely to be verbally or physical abused. The up rise of the neo-Nazi groups also poses a great deal of Islamophobia through spreading hate and violence towards the Muslims. Moreover the British National Party (BNP) has aided in spreading Islamophobia; BNP campaigned against the Muslim community basing their issues on the impossibility of peaceful coexistence between Muslims and Christians. Initially, the BNP had no seat under their party, but through their Islamophobic campaigns they gained local council seats, the European Parliament and the Greater London Assembly in a very short period of time.
EU has taken steps to curb anti-Islamism. The remedies and initiatives taken towards discouraging Islamophobia include the solutions to ensure that equality is restored. Through the media deconstructing the stereotypes and flawed information. Secondly is through “initiatives to develop the interest generated in the grass-roots in Islamic culture with an ‘information offensive’ based upon cultural, academic and educational initiatives” (National Association of Muslim Police, 2010).
Thirdly, Muslim organizations should come together and engage in dialogue with the media and institutions that normally monitor the unfair perception of negativity and challenge unfair negativity as well to promote a good image towards the Muslim community. Lastly, the EU has taken initiatives to improve policies regarding asylum seekers; they seek to address Islamophobia and social marginalization. However, the 9/11 attack on the US jeopardized the efforts to take these initiatives into account (National Association of Muslim Police, 2010).
In order to address the inequality issues, a report issued in 2004 showed notable development such as the change in employment law; which protect the Muslim community from discrimination against employment and work practices. Secondly is the change in criminal justice system to instill severe punishment to people who perpetrate violence or hostility towards the Muslims. Thirdly is the initiative on appointing Muslims to public positions such as chaplaincy in hospitals and prisons. Fourthly is involving of Muslim school in the state education system to promote interactivity and cooperation between inter-faiths, and neighborhood coexistence through dialogue in local settings.  Lastly are changes in public services to address the needs and concerns of the Muslim community. These services include education, health, and delivery of goods and services as well (National Association of Muslim Police, 2010).
The remedies that were recommended of curbing Islamophobia have already been incorporated in much legislation to promote equality. However, the regulations have addressed the important issues of Islamophobia, but the ethical and professional codes of practice are equally important and are a challenge in the promotion of equality. The efforts of promoting equality depend on the goodwill, campaign, and lobbying by voluntary and community sectors. Therefore, the implementations of the regulations have not successfully eliminated the issues of Islamophobia (National Association of Muslim Police, 2010).
Many Muslims in the EU are discriminated against and many of these cases still go unreported. The true extent of the nature of Islamophobia has therefore been underreported and under documented. Due to the insufficient report on issues regarding Islamophobia, policy makers are therefore limited to effectively address Islamophobia and inequality issues (National Association of Muslim Police, 2010).
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